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CORONAVIRUS — GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.03 pm]: I rise to update the house on the action this 
government continues to take in responding to COVID-19. The unprecedented challenge that is confronting both 
Western Australia and Australia requires unprecedented action. It requires a proactive, strong and proportionate 
response—and, most of all, it requires cooperation. 
On Friday, I met with the Prime Minister and other first ministers as part of the Council of Australian Governments 
to discuss the next steps in our response to addressing COVID-19. Based on expert health advice, COAG agreed 
that all non-essential mass gatherings of 500 or more people should no longer occur. At this stage, this national 
social distancing measure does not include schools, universities and workplaces, nor does it prevent the operation 
of public transport. However, the principle of social distancing should still apply in these settings. 
COAG also agreed to establish a national cabinet to ensure a consistent and coordinated response to COVID-19. 
The first meeting of the national cabinet was held on Sunday. As a result of that meeting, the following national 
measures have been put in place: anyone arriving in Australia from overseas will be required to self-isolate for 
14 days; international cruise ships from foreign ports will be banned from docking in Australia for at least 30 days; 
and all Australians have been advised to reconsider their need for overseas travel, to any country, at this time. 
This evening, I will meet again, via teleconference, with the national cabinet to consider further initiatives to protect 
Australians. In order to support the measures already announced, both a state of emergency for Western Australia 
pursuant to the Emergency Management Act 2005 has been declared, as well as a public health emergency pursuant 
to the Public Health Act 2016. These declarations provide state government officers with the powers and flexibility 
they need to enforce the quarantine and self-isolation measures that have been agreed at a national level. The 
government is asking the public to do the right thing and abide by the self-isolation rules. However, the government 
is prepared to enforce the new restriction in order to keep Western Australians safe. Penalties of up to $50 000 may 
apply under the Western Australian laws. These are precautionary and preventive steps. They are made in the best 
interests of the health and safety of our community. They are based on evidence and expert advice and they are 
proportionate to the risk. 
COVID-19 is a constantly evolving situation and my government remains ready to respond in any way necessary. 
These are difficult and extraordinary times. I want to thank everyone for the precautions they have taken and their 
understanding as things continue to move fast. Keeping our community safe is a shared responsibility. I have been 
heartened to see the Western Australian community come together and support each other during these tough 
times—and this must not stop. I ask every part of our community to do everything they can to support one another. 
That includes banks, local government, and major landlords. Today I am writing to the Western Australian Local 
Government Association requesting that local governments freeze household rates, fees and charges for the coming 
year. We are in uncharted territory. The coming weeks and months will be hard, however, I am confident we will 
get through this together. 
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